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Dear Resident
I have lived on Meadow Way for thirty
years and I am now working as
Chairman of the Meadow Way
committee, having worked on the
Committee in the past.
I really believe in the Meadow Way
Community Centre as I think the
centre has an important role on the
Estate in bringing people together and
a venue for much needed activities for
adults and children. As you know we
are interested in what YOU think that
is why we have distributed the
Meadow Way Hall Survey. Flexibility is
the key and we are looking at models
to include a café, meeting room and
games room.
Obviously we want the hall to be
attractive in order to draw playgroups
and other associations to provide
services.
We are working very hard to raise
money to replace the present building
which is 21 years old—and in fact it is
much older than that as we got it
second hand!—and we are talking to a
lot of organizations with this end in
sight. As you can appreciate, all this
takes time but we are hopeful that we
are getting closer to realising the
dream of a better facility.
We have some excellent people
helping out—one has been Alison
Brett from the South Beds Council.
She has been with us for four years
but unfortunately she will officially
leave us at the end of April, although
we know she will continue to be a
supportive friend to Meadow Way. We
thank Alison for all her endeavours
along with all the other people who
work to make Meadow Way a good
place to live. You know who you are
and we thank you.
As you can see from this newsletter
we have some fun things arranged for
you all including the Fun Days at half
term in May. We will also have
activities
for
the
summer
including a day trip to Skegness on
24th August. (Some seats left but
hurry! Book your seat by coming to
the Centre Wednesday morning.)
If you have any problems or concerns,
do come to our Residents Meetings.

I hope that most of you know me by
now but for those of you who don't
I am PC Alistair Litchfield the Beat
Manager for the Meadow Way area.
My role is to deal with ongoing
community issues, detect and
prevent crime and to be a point of
contact for anybody wishing to
discuss any matters of concern. I
have been in this role for almost six
years and during this time I have
been involved with a number of
residents working closely trying to
improve the estate’s general
appearance and poor reputation.
The youths on the estate are always
moaning that they are bored and
have nothing to do. This inevitably
leads to them getting into trouble.
As a result I have been working
with the Meadow Way Community
Association and together we are
looking at the possibility of
having a new modern Community
centre built. It is hoped this new
build will be a focus point for the
community and attract all sorts of
organisations
from
fitness
classes, computer classes, youth
club to baby and toddler groups.
The Association is working hard,
but is always looking for new
members to get involved. It's easy
to sit at home and moan about how
the estate hasn't got this or that
and nobody cares. Well actually
there are people who care and are
trying hard to do something about
it so why don't you stop moaning
get down the community centre and
get involved.

Meadow Way Football team for the
youngsters. We have permission for
the team to play at Danes Park and
can use the community centre for
changing. I have already spoken to
several kids who are keen to play,
but we need adults to get involved.
South Beds have agreed to fund a
Level 1 football-coaching course for
anybody who wants to help. This is
a great opportunity for dads or
mums to get involved so contact
either me or South Beds District
Council on the numbers below.
The main problem at the moment is
nuisance
motor
cycles.
This
problem is not just at Meadow Way
it's a problem that is occurring in
most areas. Having said this there
is legislation that gives the police
power to seize and have these
motor cycles crushed. So if you
know who these individuals are that
are causing a danger and misery to
our lives, please give me a ring and
I will deal with them
In the past Meadow Way has had a
poor reputation, but local residents
along with agencies, police, and
councillors have worked hard to
improve the estate and turn it into
a thriving community. We will
continue this work and hope that
residents will support our efforts
Please feel free to contact me at
Leighton Buzzard Police Station.
You can contact
following means

me

by

the

Telephone: 01582 473434
Mobile 07919 211599
E m a i l : a l i s t a i r. l i t c h f i e l d @
bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk

We are also trying to start a

Free Level 1 Football coaching course!
We are looking for volunteers who would coach a
Meadow Way Team. In return we will provide your FA
level one coaching course.
We would hope to run this in the spring at Meadow
Way Community Centre. If you are aged 16+ and
interested
Please call Alison Brett or Sara Stanbridge at:
South Beds District Council On 01582 472222

Would you be interested in a Keep Fit Aerobics
class?
Please contact Malcolm at the centre for more
details.
(Malcolm is co-ordinating this and not actually taking part!)

Malcolm Ginn—Chairman

PAGE 2

LEIGHTON LINSLADE
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU

ADD TO YOUR WORK SKILLS

The CAB helps many people who have got into difficulties repaying their
creditors. All the advisors are ready to help in the first instance and we have
two expert money advisors to support clients over the longer term.

D

ebts often begin to seem

unmanageable when there
has been a change, such
as the loss of a job, a
relationship breakdown or
a period of illness.
When debts start to mount up it's
easy to be panicked into paying the
creditors who shout loudest first, but
you must make mortgage payments
your top priority—you could lose your
home if you don't pay. You
only need to miss two or
three payments before
your lender takes you to
court and you are at risk
of repossession.
Always
let
your
mortgage lender know
if
you're
having
problems—don't just stop
paying
or
miss
payments. But if you do start to fall
behind with mortgage payments, it's
time to get free, independent advice
as soon as possible.
Contact your local Citizens Advice
Bureau (Bossard House, West Street,
Leighton Buzzard on 01525 373878)
or phone National Debtline on 0808
808 4000.
Never ignore court papers and court

hearings—do attend court, but get
advice first.
If you're suddenly out of work or
unable to work because of illness or
injury, check for payment protection
insurance you may have. We at the
CAB can help you sort out your debt
problems, negotiate with creditors,
and check for any additional income
you may be due such as tax rebates,
benefits or tax credits.
We can also help you get
back on track by taking a
long hard look at what you
have coming in and going
out, and helping you make
sure that in future you
take control of your
finances
rather
than
letting
them
take
control of you.
Leighton Linslade CAB is
open from 10-3 on Mondays and
Tuesdays, 10-1 on Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays and there is a
telephone service from 10-4 on
Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays and
from 10-1 on Wednesdays and
Thursdays.
Please note that the CAB is a local
Charity and is supported by the work
of volunteers.

Would you like to talk to someone about your/someone else's drug use?
We offer a free confidential service providing support to those who need it.
Drop in to see me at the Tactic Centre, 17 Hockliffe Street, Leighton Buzzard on Tuesdays
from 2 pm until 6pm or call to make an appointment.
If you cannot make a Tuesday, something else can be arranged.
Call 01234 344179 or 344911. Or text mobile on 07795 482252.
Jenni Lake Plan B

ADVERTISING

Would you like to advertise?

We aim to produce a seasonal news magazine and in order to make this
possible we will need to find advertising sponsorship.Would your
company/business/group/church be interested in advertising in The Way
Forward? All it costs is just £25 for an eighth of a page or £40 for a quarter
page. As advertising space is obviously going to be limited, please contact
Malcolm Ginn as soon as possible for full details.
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• Like some help getting
trained?

• Meet new people
• Make new friends
• Receive support
• Get qualifications
Come and meet the guys who
can help you make a new start
at the Centre 6.30-7.30pm
Wednesday May 30.
Apprenticeships . . . are a
great way for 16-24 year olds*
to get qualifications while they
work to improve their career
and promotion prospects.
The apprenticeships are a
mixture of work-based training
and education which include
the following basic elements:
A National Vocational
Qualification
Key Skills
A Technical Certificate
Apprenticeships and
courses available in:
Engineering, the motor trade,
carpentry, electrical, painting
and decorating, plastering,
plumbing, construction,
warehousing and glass.

Check out how an
apprenticeship or training
could work for you by calling
Group Headquarters at
01234 843804
or email bedtrain@aol.com
*(some exceptions to this age
group will apply.)
The
Way
Meadow
Association.
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©
2007
Way
Community

Edited and designed by Summit
Publishing Ltd, as a gift to Meadow
Way.
All images used in this magazine
are subject to copyright.
Charity Registration: 1061877
Website: www.meadowway.org

Hi, I'm Alison, the
Community
Development Officer
for Meadow Way. I
have worked with
Meadow Way's
community for the
past 4 years and am
due to finish in April.
I have seen a great
deal of change over
this time. I have worked
with Leedon Farm Residents'
Association and Meadow Way Community
Association. I have had the privilege of working
with some great characters, some of which are
still around, some have moved on. I have seen
Meadow Way Community Association merge with
Leedon Farm Association and take on the
responsibilities of resident issues.
I am very proud to say that I helped to organize
the first Meadow Way summer fair, which the
community association has now taken
responsibility for. This year will see Meadow Way's
4th annual summer fair. I hope the weather will be
kind this time!

Recently I have been working with the Community
Association on a very unique project—a new
community centre! We are all aware that the
current centre is at the end of its shelf life. We are
also aware that people do not want to use the
centre as it doesn't look very nice and is a bit
draughty during the winter. We have been working
with an organisation called Planning Aid to put
together a plan and look at funding sources for a
new community centre. We need your backing and
support to see this through. You may be aware of
a questionnaire that came through your door
recently—we need this information to push
forward with our plans. This also means that you,
the community, have a chance to air your views. I
hope you filled in the questionnaire and had the
chance to win £200 of Argos vouchers.
Please come along to our events and support the
development of your new community centre. I
may be moving on from Meadow Way, but I will
continue to support the Community Association as
a friend and look forward to seeing a new centre
open in the near future.
I wish Meadow Way Community Association and
its partner agencies every success in the future.
Alison Brett

BEHIND THE FACE OF THE MAN FROM THE COUNCIL HOUSING TEAM
Over the last ten months or so you may well have seen myself, John Askew, around Meadow Way. The Community Association have
been kind enough to give me the opportunity to explain what I do.
I work full time allocated to not only Meadow Way, but also several surrounding villages, actually visiting it about twice a week. My
role enables me to handle a variety of issues including:
1. Rent payments and arrears—this is a potentially delicate area where good communication is vital. If any of you who are
tenants suddenly find your circumstances have changed and you have difficulty in paying your rent then please contact me as
early as possible. Usually we can in confidence work out a solution.
2. Neighbour disputes and complaints—this is a Pandora's box with wide ranging issues from noise to smells. For instance,
please remember different age groups etc have differing ideas of what is noisy. Can I ask that you are considerate to your
neighbours and tolerant of others' lifestyles?
3. Meadow Way itself. This is a wide ranging topic covering maintaining the estate itself and considering environmental
improvements subject of course to sufficient money being available. A major concern at the moment is the amount of rubbish.
Not only is this a problem, it can easily be a smelly one. If you wish to dispose of bulky household items such as old furniture,
we have a specific service for this purpose. This allows for up to 8 items and costs a modest £25. It is however free to anyone
receiving income support or housing benefit. For full details and an application form please contact our Environmental Services
Team on 01582 474040. A similar scheme exists for disposing of fridges/freezers. For those of you with access to transport all
these items can be taken free of charge to the County Council Tidy Tip.
I enjoy working on Meadow Way and would welcome any queries or comments you may have to conserve or improve the area. Try
me—I can only say good idea or sorry no.

LIVING ON MEADOW WAY
"I've been living on Meadow Way for seven years with my
family—my mum, brother and sister. I go to Cedars School.
I like living here, it's good being close to my family and the
people are friendly.
I do join in with what's going on . . . but we need a better
hall. I would like to go to dance classes here, that would be
good. We also need more for little kids—a playgroup. Also
activities for single parents and teenage mums."
Katie Coldicutt 15

"We have lived on Meadow Way for 12 years and been on
the committee for approximately 4 years . . . We have
three grown up children, three grandchildren and four
step grandchildren. We enjoy quizzes, music and theatre.
We are very eager to see a new Community Centre, we
think it will enhance the estate and give everyone of all
ages somewhere extremely nice and comfortable to meet."

Mary and Keith Brown
(These are just two of the many comments we have received,
we will include more in the next issue.)
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
APRIL

MAY HALF TERM

Sunday April 1
Family Church from 11-12.30
with Living Water Sanctuary
All welcome. Special Easter
activities for children*
Refreshments
Wednesday April 4
10 am-12.00
Design Your Own Community
Centre Competition Prizes in
following categories:
Under 7s 7-10s 11-16
Saturday April 7
Easter Disco 7 pm-10 pm
Community Hall £2.50 adults £1
children* under 16

Wednesday May 30 and
Thursday May 31
Half Term Fun Days
Something for all!
Hair—Come and have your hair
braided, advice about your hair
from local hairdresser
Beauty—Need a make-over?
Make-up and beauty help
Aerobics workouts
Quiz night with prizes
Dancing
Face Painting
Football, Rounders, Cricket,
Volley ball at Danes Way
Plus
Games and activities—creative
play, painting, drawing, puzzles
Lunches

Wednesday April 15 1-4pm
Car Boot sale Middle Green
£5 cars £10 vans
All enquiries Kath Phone 630275
*Children under 9 to be
accompanied by adult

Advice available on the
Wednesday evening covering a
number of skills and
employment opportunities
See page 7 for further details

REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Residents Meeting
and Police Surgery
Wednesday 4th April
then the first Thursday of
each month from May
Police Surgery 6 pm
Residents meets 7 pm
1st Sunday of each month
3 pm-4 pm (from May)
Church at Meadow Way with
Living Water Sanctuary
Every Wednesday
No Limits Youth Group for
13 plus age group.
Please come and talk to us on
a Wednesday morning from
10 am or hand in your
suggestions.
Are you interested in social nights
at Meadow Way Community Hall
on Monday or Thursday evenings?
(Contact Malcolm for details)
Summer Holiday Activities!
If there are any particular sporting
activities that you would like to take
part in over the summer please
contact Sara Stanbridge on 01582
474095 or alternatively email on
sara.stanbridge@southbeds.gov.uk

Andrew Selous, MP for South West Bedfordshire
I am delighted to be able to contribute to this first edition of 'The Way Forward' which I hope will be the
first edition of many which will be read and contributed to by Meadow Way residents. Over the last five
years, I have made many visits to Meadow Way and I am committed to doing all I can to improve the
quality of life for residents.
You are fortunate to have a dedicated community
association in Meadow Way. They are here to respond to
your views and wishes about community activity in the
area, so if you have not made contact with them, and
have suggestions about what you would like to see
happen here in future, then please get in touch with
them.
The plans to replace the community centre buildings are
underway and I know that our Councils, Living Water
Sanctuary and other local organisations will do all they
can to make this happen. The plans for a main hall,
kitchen, café area, games room and meeting rooms large
and small, sound exciting. I hope that if these plans are
realised that South Bedfordshire Community Family Trust
may be able to run courses on strengthening marriage
and couple relationships, and parenting young children
and teenagers, in these meeting rooms, as it is beginning
to do across South Bedfordshire.
If there are any individual issues that I can help you with
as your MP, please write to me at, Andrew Selous MP,
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA.
Phone: 01582 662 821 Email: selousa@parliament.uk.
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ME ADO W WAY BUILDING PRO JE C T
Peoples' suggestions for the new building include:
• An attractive building that people will want to use with a main hall
• Separate kitchen • Community café • Games room • Office and meeting rooms
• Private room for counselling• Access to grass at back for playgroup in summer
• Stage area • Internet access • Gym • Eco friendly
In March this year Planning Aid met with members of the Committee at the Ecobuild
exhibition in London. The exhibition was about different forms of building design
and services, particularly those that are environmentally friendly. It gave the group
lots of ideas and with some contacts who maybe able to assist the group further

The following suggested plans and sketches of the new building shown here were prepared as
a gift to Meadow Way by a local architect

MEADOW WAY
COMMUNITY CENTRE—
PROPOSED PLAN

PAGE 4

Meadow Way football team could use Danes Way Park.
A new crossing or signs on the Leighton Buzzard Railway
will be required because the walked route at the moment
crosses the railway to get to the brook.

Meadow Way
Proposals

Woodland area
Green space at entrance to Meadow Way
Plant trees or put sandstone on site to deter children from
playing football near the road.
PC Alistair. Will send supporting statement from Police to
say it is dangerous for the children to play so close to the
road and they are causing a nuisance and distraction to the
drivers.
Footbridges
Footbridge to cross brook from housing into small woodland
area to the east of the community centre. The crossing
point is already being used by residents and children,
planks of wood and pallets are put across the brook.
Footbridge across brook from Meadow Way to Danes Way
Park (to the West of the centre) to provide access where
people are already jumping across. Children use it as a
short cut to school and to get to play area and pitches in
Danes Way Park. If a suitable footpath link is established a

Fence off area and put gate at front entrance. Install
something of interest for all users e.g. mountain bike trail
with dirt jumps, ‘trim trail’ wooden bollards and equipment
to be used for physical training or to play on, rope swings,
picnic area with tables or benches
Landscaping
Plant native hedgerow species along bank of brook to
provide a health and safety buffer to the steep sides of
brook and help to prevent litter from being put into the
brook.
Plant low-height native hedgerow around exposed areas of
housing facing onto the community green space to prevent
people from walking immediately next to/under windows.
Field to East of Meadow Way—this may be a possible site for
outdoor pursuit activities in the future.
Cycle path
LB Cycling Forum has proposed a dual user path across
Meadow Way to Marley Fields.
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Free Community Cricket Programme Coming to Leighton Buzzard
South Bedfordshire District Council in Partnership with Bedfordshire Police
have set up a community cricket programme that will start late May 2007.
(Venue to be confirmed.)
If you would like to be the next Freddie Flintoff and would like to come
along and play cricket please contact PC Matt Smees on 01582 473409 or
alternatively ring Sara Stanbridge on 01582 474095.
The sessions are free and a qualified coach will be present at all times!
For more details please see the posters and flyers that are being distributed
around Leighton Buzzard.

WILD THINGS
WORD SEARCH
Can you find the
hidden creatures?
They may be
horizontal, vertical,
diagonal,
forwards or
backwards.
AARDVARK, ALBATROSS, ALLIGATOR, ANACONDA ANTELOPE,
BABOON, BADGER, BANDICOOT, BEAR, BUFFALO, BUZZARD,
(not Leighton Buzzard) CENTIPEDE, CHEETAH, COUGAR,
CROCODILE, DINGO, EAGLE ELEPHANT, FALCON, GIRAFFE,
GORILLA, HAWK, HIPPOPOTAMUS, HYENA, IGUANA, JAGUAR,
KANGAROO,
LEOPARD,
MONKEY,
RATTLESNAKE,
RHINOCEROS, SEALION, TAPIR, TARANTULA, VULTURE,
WALRUS, WOLF, ZEBRA.

De sign Our Ne w Community
Cen tr e and Win a Priz e!
Here's Ambre's picture of the
Meadow Way new community
centre. If you would like to
draw a picture and design
what You think would be an
attractive new building AND
win a prize, come along to the
Community Centre on
Wednesday April 4
from 10 am - 12.00.
There will be prizes awarded in
the following age groups:
Under 7s, 7-10s and 11-16.
Do come, we're looking
forward to seeing you!
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Fun in the snow at
Meadow Way

